THE   HISTORY   OF  SPIRITUALISM

fact.   The real miracle consisted not in the recognition
but in the presence of the figure at all.

There can be no doubt that the interest aroused by
the Press accounts of the Eddy phenomena might have
caused a more serious treatment of psychic science, and
possibly advanced the cause of truth by a generation.
Unhappily, at the very moment when the public
attention was strongly drawn to the subject there came
the real or imaginary scandal of the Holmeses at
Philadelphia, which was vigorously exploited by the
materialists, helped by the exaggerated honesty of
Robert Dale Owen. The facts were as follows:

Two mediums in Philadelphia, Mr. and Mrs.
Nelson Holmes, had given a series of stances at which
an alleged spirit had continually appeared, which took
the name of Katie King, and professed to be the same
as that with which Professor Crookes had experimented
in London. On the face of it the assertion seemed
most doubtful since the original Katie King had
clearly stated that her mission was ended. However,
apart from the identity of the spirit, there seemed to be
good evidence that the phenomenon was genuine and
not fraudulent, for it was most fully endorsed by Mr.
Dale Owen, General Lippitt, and a number of other
observers, who quoted personal experiences which
were entirely beyond the reach of imposture.

There was in Philadelphia at the time a Dr. Child,
who plays a very ambiguous part in the obscure events
which followed. Child had vouched for the genuine
character of these phenomena in the most pronounced
way. He had gone so far as to state in a pamphlet
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